… a comprehensive attempt to chart the Greater and Lesser Antilles and the Caribbean rimlands as one literary region. Heretofore all literary histories covering the Caribbean have focused on one linguistic and cultural region in relation to its former metropole. 4 Fonkoua is referring to the idea of "really attempting a literary history of the Caribbean by insisting on the endogenous character of the evolution of facts" ("entreprendre véritablement une histoire littéraire des Caraïbes en insistant sur le caractère endogène de l'évolution des faits"). 5 The semantic extension of the concept of literary region remains yet to be seen.
Maximin, finally, demonstrates the expansion of Caribbean literature and culture. She deals with concepts such as the fantastic, the carnivalesque, the initiatory, the picaresque, each understood from a generic and interdisciplinary perspective, while bringing together, "in space and time", "relevant work for a specific content" ("dans le temps et dans l'espace", "les oeuvres pertinentes pour tel ou tel propos"). 6 In spite of the broad vision, hers would be rather selective in method.
Of the three models examined by Fonkoua (Corzani's, Arnold's and Maximin's) -others could undoubtedly be highlighted as wellonly the first seems to focus more specifically on the parameter of language, which is the main reference point for the institutional discourse regarding the French-speaking world.
7 Further, the connection between language and literature often changes from one model to another: either literature is associated with a given language,
